
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year A 
 
Unspoken assumptions have a lot to do with how we look at the 
events of our lives.  They filter experience so that it fits into a 
pre-existing framework, but they can also keep us from 
encountering the experience’s deeper truth.   

One unspoken assumption has to do with what Jesus knew and 
when he knew it.  It’s guiding principle could be summed up as 
something like, “Since Jesus was God, he knew everything that 
God knows.”  Sounds innocent enough, but if we start to 
examine it things quickly get unbelievable.  A skeptic might ask, 
for example, “Does that mean the Jesus knew about Einstein’s 
theory of relativity, or did foresee the Great Recession of 2008?  
Did he know all this already when he was still a child?  You can 
see where this is headed. 

Another approach to the interplay between Jesus’ humanity and 
his divinity is offered early in the Gospel of Luke.  After the 
episode of the 12-year old Jesus remaining the temple is 
resolved, Luke summarizes Jesus’ childhood by saying, “And 
Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and favor before God and 
man.” 
 
Being divine did not take away from the maturation process that 
is natural to human nature.  Jesus experienced life’s open-
endedness and learned things as he went along.  It wasn’t all set 
up before hand and he didn’t have perfect knowledge of 
everything before it even happened. 
 
That’s important to keep in mind as we encounter today’s 
Gospel.  One thing Jesus did not know when he began his public 



 
 

ministry was how he would be received.  Who would accept his 
message?  Who would reject it? 

However much Jesus might have wanted the religious 
authorities and leaders of the people to accept him, that wasn’t 
happening. Instead, it was the simple folk who flocked to him. 
At some point he would have taken stock of that reality and 
reflected on it, taken it to prayer and discerned what it all meant. 

The prayer of Jesus found in today’s Gospel provides the results 
of that discernment: Jesus’ prayer, spoken out loud in the 
presence of his disciples, revealed how he saw God working –
far beyond his own hopes and plans.  

As Jesus says, “Such has been your gracious will.” he seems to 
be both discovering and accepting the will of God. If that is the 
way Jesus matured in wisdom, age and favor, then when Jesus 
talks about knowing and being known by the Father, he’s not 
referring to a settled body of knowledge, like finally getting 
down a math equation. He’s talking about the knowing that 
happens in relationship, the kind of knowing that is growing and 
ongoing. 

That reality was an important one to share with his disciples.  He 
wanted them to see how a relationship with God played out. His 
search for God’s will as well as his acceptance of it surely taught 
the disciples more than any sermon he preached.  

Taking into account the idea that Jesus was discovering the 
will of God and accepting it with joy, we can interpret the 
last verses of today’s Gospel in a new light as well. Jesus 
says: “Take my yoke ... learn from me.”  



 
 

When Jesus invited his audience to take his yoke and learn 
from him, he was inviting them to learn from his prayer, 
from his discernment and from his rejoicing in God’s 
surprising will.  

To learn from him meant to learn how to discover, accept 
and do God’s will. Those who can give themselves to God, 
who can take on Jesus’ yoke and imitate his humility of heart 
can let go of their own agenda and the burden of putting it 
into effect.  They can let go of worry about whether they are 
failing or succeeding.  

They can rest in the assurance that God’s gracious will is 
being accomplished even when they do not see the results. 
That is, indeed, an easy yoke for which we need do no more 
than simply thank God.  

Of course, there is a trued and true saying for this approach 
to life: “Let go and let God.”  We just may not have thought 
that it had applied to Jesus, too.  He, like us, had to discover 
God’s will as it unfolded and accept it and rejoice in it.  That 
basic attitude was something he wants to share with us.  If 
we live and act in a similar fashion, his joy will be complete. 

 

 

 

 

  


